A History of lLand Use ol the

tan Andres Nationsl Wildlife Refuge, New Mexice

INTRODUCTION

The Sen Andres Ertional Wildlife Refuge was established by Presiden-
tial ordor in 1941, The principrl receon for the ereetion of this refuge
was to attompt to menese or "hring beek” the rerment herd of Maxicen blg-
horn (Qs g. mexicana) on the erea. As fer ee kuown t1ds hord nurberod
ghout 25 et the time of tho crder,. But two other herds of notive bighorn
remain in New Yexicos one of thece ie in the Gundrlupe Mountrins in the
southeastern part of the siete end one is in the Big Hetchst Mounteins in
southwertern New Mexico, Thsse two herds heve not =8 yat been put under
#s intensive management os the Son Andres herd. Ap o result, the work on
ths Sem Andree is important frem the stendpolini of attenpting to save the
netive sheep of New Mexico from extineiion. ¥ith this in mind it wns
deemed mdvissble to utilize as mzny menagement techniques @s possible to
echieve our gosl, As lend ure hivtory 1s generally recognized &8 8 gruo
manageront tool, the present peper can be coneidered a prrt of the bighorm
menegement proyrem of the Szn Andres Rafuge.

LOCATYOHN

Tho Stn Andras Refuge is located in the Sun Andres Mountains of south=
contral New Mexico in Done Ana County. The Son fndres Renge, which ie 75
miles long, is ona of eeverzl northesouth, pemi=dagert renpges in thie port
of New Mexico. The reiuge ic confined to 21=1/2 miles of the gouthern pert of
the length of this nzrrow uplift, The range peparetop the Tulerosa Brasin,
vhioch conteins the White Scnds ares, from the plain of the Jorueda del
Muerto, which is bounded on the west by tie Rio Grondse,

GLOLOGY

Derton (1928), Little end Campbell (1943), end others huve well deu=
cribed this crea. The following i: briefed frow their work. The rango
presents to the west & long glopo of upper Faleogode (PannsyLVanim}) lime=
gtone with some sandetone end shrle that wers uplifted at tho cloae of the
Tertiary. On the east the range riscs precipitously from tho Tularosa
Bopin exhibitin: a slope of pranite and schiet surmounted by cliffs of
1imestans end is structurelly = wectwerd dipping womociime. The pladn of
4he Jornsda del Muerto 1o the west of the range ie an erosion surface
formed by lotersl plemation snd hue no perivnent weter except men-creatad
wells and tanks.



2.
L]

LIFE ZOKES AFD CLIMATE

Balley (1913) in hie frontiepicce map elasrly ehows the zonation of
the Say Andros Mountains, RBoth the Tulareea Brgdn znd ithe Jornnda plain
are in Lower fomoranmy the foothills mnd ull of the Hin Ardres Henco withe
in the refuge lie¢ within the Upper Senoran Zone. Thic sone is locnlly
charzetorized by small srens of pinon (P. ednlis) and Junlper (J. pong-
gporm ) on north-foecing slopes. 8an Andres Ponk, which rizes to a height
of mpproximctely 000 feet aund is the highest point of the refugs, sup-
ports & few rock plani specico of the Trumoition Zone, which ie charneteriged
Just south of the fam Andros lHounleins by limlted arene of pondsrcsa pins
in the higher remches of the Organ Wountains., The Tronsition Zone o nlgo
repressnied rorth of the refuge in the Salinma Pouk mrea of the norihern
pert of the {=n Andres lirnge.

The elimste is eemierid end charccterized by leng ho!t sumwors snd mild
winters. The reiniall on the Lover fonorsn pluin at 4150 feat olsvation
rveragea 9,33 inches snnually, btui at :opee Ffpringe im the westorn feot~-
hille of the Sun Andres the reinfell eversges 12,70 inches., About half of
this precipitetion fells during the months of July, jugust, snd Septenbor
as a rogult of intense locnl thunderstorams. The evsporstion from sn cpen
pan is grent becnuee of the low humidity, bdeing mpproximetely ton times
the enpusl reinfall. The prevailing winde sre souihwesterly, and the
growing sonson In the nearby Mesilla Vulley of the Rio Grande aversges 208
days (Hardy, 1941).

EARLY SPRANISH USE

Coronado passed through New Mexico in 1540. Since thet tine the
Spenlek=sposking peoples have domineted the velley of the llo Grande with
the exception ¢f the time of the Fueble uprielng of ths 17th century.
Persistent lcgend (Trumbo, 1944) telle of sarly Spenieh gold minee at the
southern end of the 8an Andres cuntmine ncer the present torn of Orgun.
This suggests the early utilization of the finc grema gresses (Foutelgus sp.)
by horazes, burros, ond dormestie gonts. By the middles of the 19tk eentury,
Lowaver, the Spznisk spenking pso;les, whe were by thon & irue malting
pot of various notive and “wropean reees, were well esteblisted in the
velley of the Plo Grande., Lack of developod wnter end the pressmce of
the Vesczlero Apncha Indiena (Caeteticr & Opler, 1936) were n detiriment
to grazing of livestock me we know it today in ihe Scn Andres. '

During the middle of tto 19th eentury snd perhups earlier, lexiosns
from Chihushua, south of the Rio Urende, soocured eslt from the esli {late
on the enstorn elde of tho Sen Andros Mountring north of the present
refuge boundery, In the epring a party would be gent to this isoleted
locality to dry out the salt blocks. In the fell a carnvan of heavy
wooden-wheoled, ox~drawn vehicles would errive, loud the sult, mnd return
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to Chihunhua City, Mr, Watson ¥, Rich, old-timo Sen Andres reeldent, in
conversation July 21, 1944 told me of seseing old itrecks in tbe uw? {late
betwean the bass of tha Sen Andrem and the Vihite Semds. He described
these in detril, telling hows the trrske hed evidently beon made vhlle the
pud wes domp mnd thet leter they hnd baen fillsd in by e Qdifiersnt enlor
rud, Tho wavy lins of the tracks indicated that the wocden vheals were
worn on their axlss. Yr., Rich lhas found several of theee old. wagon perts.
Some of these mre now in the Museuwm of the White Eands Mutionsl WMonurant,
and two whoel prris pre stored in Vr. Rien's gernge whers wo noted them.
They are hugs »nd massive and mede of cottonmwood (Populpe gp.)s The
rofuge 4s now om lsnd through which this enclent trail was followsd. I8
¥r. Rich pointed out, ths treil wos not too e¢loss to the mountains so ‘thet
the ceravam men could ploinly discern the mpprosch of the Apcehos, who
ere seid to hnvs reided these treins from the deep cmnyoms of the Sam
Andres. In this conneciion, slthough it ig fer from known fsel, the
Spenish=spenking Amoricene of the Tulaross Bepin todsy tell of ile
existence of a church bell in & crve or under o ledge on Geat or Rernatt
Mountain (mow within the refuge) thrt wae hid from o perty of raiding
Apeches nnd never becamo a pert of one of the migsdons 1o the north. From
4his outline of sncient use wo con surmige thet the greee end borbnge
pround the regulsr cemping grounds on the o0ld Chihualua Salb Treil were
well utilized by horses end oxen,

During ths 1850's and 1660%g thero were numarcus clecghea betwesn
the local militia end the Indisne, The local old fomiliss cin be trzoed
back to this period, A Ceniffe (frmily of the mother of Genevieve lucero
Senders) was & member of e volunteer compeny of the Us & Army in 1847,
During the 1880's (Webb, 1939) the United Etates Army hed eoveral skire
mizhes with tho Apaches in tho San Andreg Wounteins. The cemps of thooe
peoples crn etill be found on the refugey on the plaing surrounding the
refuge, ethneolegists have found indicetienms of cerlier cultures. IL con
be safely essumed that during the later peried of Apoche use horsss of
the Indisns, many tiwee stolen irom the peoples of the pleins, vere grazed
in the Sen Andres., The medin home of the Apuches sppeured to be the Sreras
mento Wountsing, and sore of the early locel cetilemen pseert iliet annual
trips were made to the Orgen end Soa Andros mouniains from the Secramentos
for the purpose of hunting.

BARLY CATTLL HANCHRLS AND THEIR HISTORY

Tho lend use pattern is g0 involved during the peried of the 14980'e
to the present that it ie confusing to one nct femiliar with the sres to
follow 8 etreight nerretive of the timss. Therofors, & map in connestion
with this report indicstcs the principel waters end a few oiher fentures.
In adcition we heve blocked off ond nemed the various ranches on and ad=
Jacent to tie arca ac they sre known at ithie time. Thus, if we refer to



an arse, for example thet ineludad what is now the "Little Joe" Lucerc lace,
roference to the mop will quiekly lcc:te the area in question.

Ths steop rnd rough Sen Andres Meuntsirs scied es & berrier or netursl
fence batwesn the Jornnda del Miertn end the Tulrrosa Rruin, Thua the
present area of the refuge included the bBack reschos only of many of the
runches in question, The ranchers on the exstorn gide of the range, to a
lerge oxtent, uesed the town of Alsmogords es their eupply bneeg while the
ranchers of the western side used the town of Les Cruces on the Rio CGrende
a8 tlieir baso. The neturel pres bolween theeo two erems hos always been
San Augustine Pees, £ mile high pnes betwson the pouthern eund of the San
Andres lountaine end ths northern end of the Orgen Younteins, The south
end of the £:n Andree Refuge 4o Hear Cenyon, npproximately 8 miles north of
Ban Augugtine Pess, which is eleo the lecatlon for the town of Orgen.

In the cerly 1880'c tho Wildy outfit operating from whet is now the
Jim Cox ranch (son of W. W, Cox) 4n the northecestern pert of the Organ
Hountaina ren catile for et leant 30 miles up the Ben Andres Renge. This
outfit hod secured their black cuttle from old Iuie Terrnzee. The crttls
wore wild ond used “"to graze sll ihe wvay to tho top of tho imn Ardres,
and they didn't see people oflen.™ (0'Feil, 1935. p. 197). The Ruirda,
who now run eattle on the casterm oide of the refuge from tha north end
eouth to San Avdras Csnyon, 4n 1997 bought out Joe liendrickson, vho had alse
rum cattls in thie srea, Hendriokpom hnd bowght the property from Davee.
Davee is the men who built the large roek house et "Fresuno" (junction of
fgh end Sclt Canyons).

In 1897, Felipe Lusero eterted hies ranch st Big St. Nicholeg 5 mdlen
east of tho present refuze boundary. Felips secured the ranchk from W. W,
Cox who bought it for kim from Deve Vood, WMr. Vood bad secured the ronch
fron kis fether—-in=low, Mr. Ackenbach, who built the otone house, now in
ruins, at Big 8t. Nicholen. These men ron catile end horses to the bass
of the range, '"Nick" Apodoon, u covpuncher who now works intermittently
in this evea, punchod cows at Litile 5t. MNicholas for his roletives, ie
merried Dave Weod's siegter, F

The lend adjoining the baes of Bammeit Mountedn st the cowihesst
corner of the refuge hes been held by so many purtien that it is conlusing
(now hold by C. V. & Leon Stewart). Theee poriies, etertirg mbout the
18908 includs lenry Tulluck, Dive Wood, Mr. Umlten (mouth of Beur Canyon)
Mr. Cendler (sbout 1913), Mr. Lettorman, Jack Orman (now Hel Cox®s foreman), o
Mr., Welker (now runs Border Truck Line), ths W. V. Cox family, Yesrwood
(bought in 1937 for aiout 16,000), K. Lo Thompson (bouzht it in 1941 for
ebout $24,000), C. B. Stewrrt (boughl in 1942 for e reported #5000 down and
$3000 per yr. for 15 yrs., $27,000 of this for ranch & rest for cattle).

Fali 8 lucero built the houes et Littls St. Nicholes. Abcut 1906 Joe
Taylor btullt the "Joe Tuylor Cahin® which stends in B4, Nicholas Conyon
et the Jornnda Experimental Renge fonce. These men ren cuitle and horses.



B aChE Ciis

The use of Oot end Bonmetd Mounteine in 1he esoutheesterm port of the
area whera the chaep ars moet numarous et prerent iz nloo rether cbecuru,.
At the turn of the present contury, Oscer lokman rean yoots ou Bounett Moum=
tedn with D, Pemcock. Osear parried o Caniffe zirl, sister to Fellpe
Lusoro's second wife. Sowetime previous to 1927 e vory emcll Spendsie
Amopican whoue lagt name wae Lucero (seid not to Le related to Fellpe lncero)
ren goets on Gomt snd Bonnold Vownteins. Fe ecarried an old .44 rifle cnd
8 .44 revolver end is sald to hnve killed bighorm on sight for no reascn
et 811, {(The berrel of this rifle csn be sern at the old Gost Comp belwsen
Goat ent Bornett Mounieins.) He left when Jeese Teaneke bought the Epade
reneh from De M. Valton in 1927. Jeese Iesnerg ran & few enitle wnd horses
on the top of Gost Mountrin when weler was present in the two emn)l earthen
tenks just below "CGoat Cemp.™ Since ir. R. L. Oray sacured this runch in
1543, no domestic stock have been run on the tops of Cost or Bennetl Voun=
teins.

0'Hotl (1935) retes that o former college sthlete from the esst, nomned
Fdelson, ren gouts for & chort tiwe in Ash Cenyon in the gig'tine." He
gtrtos furthor thet es predetors end other items made the venture unproflte
eble, Edelson left.

In addition to thece stockmen, a fow miners are inclucded in my notes.
In the early 1900's & leed mins and mill wna conctructed at what is now
known es Lead Camp (Oen Andres Canyon)e Mexicons from irg Cruces vere
hiraed 4o cut cedrr wood (Junivervs monggpcrmg) in Bcn Andrecito Usnyon und
houl it to the mill, The old wagon rood, now Jugt o horse trail, cun ptill
be traced,

Two rathsr colorful characters lived in Ssn Andrecito Uanyon for meny
yeargs. One of these, Mr, CGreen Crewford (Malloren, 1943, 4.S.) was known
to have secured et least one bighorn im the Grn Andres, Crawford mined for
pany yoars in this aree with Bob Mayborry. These men packed their fgod and
supplies in on burros, which were graged cloce.to their cermp in the cenyon.
Mr. Crewford is snid to have dicd in 1925 in Kontucky, to whieh place he
hnd returned a fow yerrs enrlier to cleim en inhoritenco. Hie true name
was srid 1o be Crowford Green. Bob Meyberry rea about 100=150 ghesp from
Snn Andrecito Comyon north to Dendmen Cenyon betwesn 1918 und 1920. In
1920 he decided to got rid of them and drove ihe remnemt of hie kerd through
the Goldenterg rorch (seco mop) to Las Cruces, &t that tine he offered to
sell the 100 hioud to C, A, Bomeloy.

The weatern eide of the refuge is now pert of the Mouniain Pasture
(Pasturs Ho. 11) of the Jornada Kxperimontel Renge. In the early t0's the
Coldenberg Bros. ren ccttle in the aren now known as Goldenberg Springs (zeca
map). North end emst of this renchy the Buirds ran horsoe in the Eun Andra-
cito ares for meny ycers, The laet of thoee horses have only recently
been olimincted and ever 100 still run on the ecst elde of the refuge. In
1887 Hormce Ropes ccme o what is now Ropes Springs snd rem cettle under



the Flour do 'dg brand, This brepd wos eorrwnly eclled "Flower de luce" by
the local enttlemen, The iclosnuergs duter boupht out Rojpes, who returned
to the Eest, Turing droughiy timee in the ninctier, the Igoncks from the
Orgaon Rengoe put their cattlo into Ash spd 821t Cunyon, The uppey roaches
of St. Nicholag Canyon vere used during the ninriies intormitienily through
the drought of the thirties by the Lucercs for cettle end horssre The
lctier part of thie period their slock was in trespaes on the Exporimental
Renge. In the southwesterm corner of the rofuge nbeve Burke Sprimgs, Mr.
Joff Ake, who died in 1934 ai the oge of 90, rer stooldust horeeyin the
early ninsties.

In the lrte eighties or cerly ninetios e mun by the neme of Wuldren
ron cattle in the Besr Canyon arsa. Hs wes bought cut Ly Walten, who sold
t0 Jesss Isascke in 1927, es noted sbove,

In 1934 pert of the erer now covorad by ths rofuge wes teken cver by
the Gresing Corvice ms Grazing Distriet Neo, 4., The Ureglng Service hee
no records oi the use on the refuge ee distivguishod from the lower renchee
of the renches in guestion, Tho fellowlng tabuletion by this oifics gives
the prosent (1944) approximmte ure of the various refuge areas on the recpec=
tivo renches, exclusive of the Forest Service use.

1. R, L. Orey = No use, except & very fow eatile (under 30 hesd) in
Begar Canyon.

2, C, Ve & Leon Stewart = Ko vse (rofuge line is too high for cuttle).

3, Price Sanders (now lensed 10 Wulter Burris). Aboul 50 head in St.
Nieholae~Cotiomyood spring erea.

4, Josc(Little Joe) Lucero,

2, Under 25 hend (mosily horses) in pssiure at Freeno {juuciion
of Ash & Smlt Crnyons).

b, Under 75 heud of cottie betwecn Fresno & Sen éndres Cenyon,
5. ¥alier Baird {Baird Dsiate)

8. Leuse in Socn Andros Cenyon (from Eenders, now stid not to be
in effect) 50 heed of cattle,

b. Area from Gen Apdree Csnyon through tem Andracito Cenyon,
under 50 head,

¢. Under 25 horses in Baidrd horge pasture between Sen Andrecito
and Deadman Cenyons.

X
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6. 125 wild horaes (from ordginal Walier Baird sto2k .o & lerge oxtent)
from porth fenee of Lucsro pmeture at Freemo Lo suvoith fence oi Lielier Beird
horee pesture, one mile north of Sen Andrvecito Canyom.

Br. Jock Rruion now rune caltle and horses at the nortliwest coimer of
the refuge end Frank Andregg now rums goete in tho Deeduzn Canyon erea just
norih of ths refuge.

HISTORY OF THE JOIWADA EXFURINENTAL RINCE

The Jcrpade Rrnge Hossrve was erested by kxecutive Ordar Moo 1526,
May 3, 1912 et the request of the Depurtmenmt of Agriculiure, ¥From May 3,
1912 to Wry 1, 1915, the unii wre undar the jurlediction of the Buresu of
Plent Indueiry. Sinee Mry 1, 1915 the unit hop been under the Juriediction
of the Foreect Serviece, Under Fxecutivs QOrder 2368, April 24, 1916 the
boundaries were sliphtly woiified, afier which the unit contzined 202,000
ecregs Under Executive Order No. 4206, July 10, 1925, which inciuded bound=
ary modificetione end lrnd exchunges, ths recultent sres eguelled 193,394
aeres. In 1531 en order esteblishing the Jornedn lixperimenin) Ringe was
iseucd in mcoccordence with ths instructions under Regulation 1~20 of the
Ketlonal Forest Meunusl es smended by the Beorstary of Agriculture Auguet T,
1930, )
¥r. Tournoy rem ccitle and horees on the srer wotil he eold out in
1926 when kr. W, H, Woggoner took over. In 1934 Mr, B, A. Chrisimae,
formerly of Lovington, lew Wexico, secured the gruzing privileges. Thare
wee u short breck in lMr, Christmas® ure of the renge, Lut he is now firmly
establiched as the permittes with, we understend, a recently egreed upon
17=ycar contract.

The Sen Andres Refuge occuples, in port, ths uppsr reaches of Pustiurs 11
of the Jornada Experimentol Rengs. Festure 1) ie thst mounizainous pert of
the area extending the north sud south length of the range end from the
foothills oi the Sen ‘fndree Mountsine emst to the erstern boundary of the
Jorrude Renge nour the crost of the rerge. The toiel ares of Pasturs 11
inside logal boundsries i3 46,016,911 ncres, but 5,360.83 of these acree ara
ouisicde the pasture fence or other tarrders. Of thie rengo, it has baen
celculatod (Porborger, 1935) thet but 33,589.99 aerss mre sveiluble to cattlo
enl horses. The refuge, es on overley, covers spproximetely 24,000 ecres
of Pegture 11, BSince the refuge wans ectsbliclied in 1941, end for o fowyours
before, Mr. Chrietmss allowed Mr. J, C. Cox, formerly of Texus, to run the
cettle in Prgture 11,

Forest Gervice figuren ere availlable in the refugs files tollin; of the
ure of Pesture 11. 1In the pericd 1916~-1942, inclucive, an avorega of 213.2
enimal units yeurlong hee been run in this erea. This includes en mverage
totel nurber of horsos yeorlong of 110,0. In 1931 the mnjority of tLe wild



korses in Fpesture 11 (largoly 4in Son Ancrmreito Crnyon) were ol imlnsted,
Even today a fow wild horsce drift (or ere driven) into the northern part
of Pecture 11 and are shol or otherwise vtilized.

RHITE SARDS NATIGAL MONUMBNT

The refuge las a section cornsr (NE Cor. Sec. 1, T19S, RAT, NJM.P.¥.)
coxmon i0 the sagtern boundury of ths White Ernds Netlonal ¥onuwsut, which
4¢ undsr the Jurirdiction of the Mational Park Service. Thie aren, which
ellows come grering in the vicirity of its ezstern boundary, was croeted
by Presidential Proclemetion Jemuery 18, 1933 end was dediented April 29,
1934,

ESTABLIVEMINT O Tilk SAN ANDRES NATIGHAL WILDLIFE REFUGH

The “rn Andres Yntionel “ildlife Refuge wes establishaed by Executlve
Order Mo. 0646, Jerusry 22, 1941. The arsn comprises approximately 57,215.48
aeros of public lend, It is mn overluy rofuge on both the New Wixieo
Tulsrosa Grasing District No. 4 ol the Grazing Service, Depertwent of the
Interior end the Jurneda kxperimenial Range of the Southweptern Foreot srd
Renge hxperimsnt iatiomy Us 5. Forest fervice, Uapuriment of Agriculiure,
Agreements with both of these ngencies provide in genersl for the gnie
menugement $0 be sdministered by the Fish and Wildlife Service end the
grazing by the eocperating agencleg.

Bince 1976 that part of the mrem common to ths Jurnuda xperimental Renge
had been & stets gome refuge umder the Jurisdiction of the New Voxlce Depart=
ment of Gums end Fieh, Shortly efter thie (Ligon, 1927. p. 173) pert of
the nree now coversd by ihe refugs on the erptorn slopes of the Sen Ancres
Yountains wos made a gtate reiuge. This siste rdfugs wes abolished in 1941
by the Siate Geme Commiccion "as woet of the argn wae included in the lerger
newly)estublished Federal refuge™ (licw Moxico [ﬁagazinﬁ?, vol. 19, no. 9,

Pe 30).
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